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B O O K  N O T E S

Steve Jobs
by Walter Isaacson

• Innovate > Market Research
• There falls a shadow between the conception and the creation. In the annals of innovation, 

new ideas are only part of the equation. Execution is just as important - T.S. Elliot
• Deciding what not to do is just as important as deciding what to do. This is true for 

companies and it’s true for products/people.
• Don’t set the goal of getting rich, do something you believe in and will last beyond you.
• Being an innovator is not just coming up with ideas first, it is also knowing how to leapfrog 

when you find yourself behind.
• Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication.
• The best way to predict the future is to invent it.
• If you don’t cannibalize yourself, someone else will.
• “A” players thrive in a high expectations environment, but Steve would have done well with a 

slightly higher EQ…
• A players hire A players, B players hire C players.
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