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B O O K  N O T E S

The 38 Letters from J.D. 
Rockefeller to His Son
by J.D. Rockefeller

• Perseverance is the foundation of all actions.
• The ability to deal with people is as purchasable as any commodity.
• Save when you can, and not when you have to.
• Good management consists in showing average people how to do the work of superior 

people.
• Charity is injurious unless it helps the recipient to become independent of it.
• It is wrong to assume that men of immense wealth are always happy.
• The secret to success is to do the common thing uncommonly well.
• Don’t be afraid to give up the good to go for the great.
• Competition is a sin.
• Every right implies a responsibility; every opportunity, an obligation; every possession, a 

duty.
• Success comes from keeping the ears open and the mouth closed.
• Next to doing the right thing, the most important thing is to let people know you are doing the 

right thing.
• I always tried to turn every disaster into an opportunity.
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