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B O O K  N O T E S

Think Like a Rocket Scientist
by Ozan Varol

• Science is a way of thinking, more than a body of knowledge
• The great obstacle to discovery is not ignorance, but the illusion of knowledge
• Do we own the process, or does the process own us?
• Talent hits a target no one else can hit, Genius hits a target no one else can see
• “If a factory is torn down but the rationality which produced it is left standing, then that 

rationality will simply produce another factory.”
• Exercise: “Kill the Company” or “Pre-mortems”
• It’s the silence between the notes that makes the music

– Being stuck is part of the process if you use it!
• The more diverse you inputs, the more interesting your output

– Seek inspiration from unrelated fields
• What should you do vs what could you do
• To get better answers, ask better questions
• Pablo Picasso produced 17,800 works - only a few are famous
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